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PALAY PRODUCTION DECREASES BY 3.3 PERCENT IN THE
FOURTH QUARTER OF 2023 - PRELIMINARY
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Reference No.: 2024-03-0800-015

Palay production in
Eastern Visayas decreased
by 3.3 percent in the fourth
quarter of 2023, posted at
250,454 metric tons (MT)
from the 258,993 MT in the
fourth quarter of 2022. This is
attributed to the 3.4 percent
decrease in area harvested
for palay from 68,561
hectares (Ha) in the
fourth quarter of 2022 to
66,233 Ha in the same
quarter of 2023. Meanwhile,
yield per hectare rose by
0.1 percent, from 3.77 MT in
the fourth quarter of 2022 to

Figure 1. Volume of Palay Production and Area
Harvested of Palay in Eastern Visayas:
4th Quarter 2022 and 4th Quarter 2023°
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Source: Philippine Statistics Authority

3.78 MT in the same quarter of 2023.

LEYTE SHARES MORE THAN HALF OF THE TOTAL PALAY PRODUCTION

with 139,833 MT
produced in the fourth quarter
of 2023, Leyte comprised the
largest portion of the palay
production in Eastern Visayas
(Table 1). It accounted for
55.8 percent, or more than
half, of the region's total palay
production. Samar followed
with a production of 49,440
MT, which accounted for 19.7
percent of the region’s total
palay production. Following
with 22,807 MT of

Figure 2. Percentage Distribution of
Palay Production by Province in Eastern Visayas:
4th Quarter 2023
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Source: Philippine Statistics Authority
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production, Southern Leyte contributed 9.1 percent of the total palay production.
Biliran and Eastern Samar shared 7.5 percent (18,822 MT) and 5.0 percent
(12,414 MT) respectively. Northern Samar produced the least total of palay production
in the region, accounting for only 2.9 percent (7,138 MT). Notably, compared to its
level in the fourth quarter of 2022 palay production decreased in all provinces in the
same quarter of 2023 with Southern Leyte posting the lowest decrease at 6.44%.

SAMAR POSTS BIGGEST DECREASE IN AREA HARVESTED FOR PALAY

The area harvested for Figure 3. Area Harvested for Palay
palay decreased across the by Province, Eastern Visayas:

provinces. Samar recorded the 4th Quarter2922 and 4th Quarter 20237
biggest decline at 12.6 percent, (in Hectares)

going from 17,426 Ha in the fourth 33,868 33,862

quarter of 2022 to 15,227 Ha in g

the same period of 2023, (Table

2). The second largest decline 17,828 18227
was reported in Southern Leyte, ;44 W o 466
: . 6,365
which dropped from f“ri?" e M BN
6,466 Ha recorded during the Bilran  Easten  Leyte  Northem  Samar  Southern
fourth quarter of 2022 to 6,365 Ha Samar Rarmar Leyte
on the same quarter of 2023, or 4t Quarter 2022 B 4t Quarter 2023°
equivalent of 1.56 percent.
The slightest drops were  source: Philippine Statistics Authority
noted in Northern Samar, Biliran,
Eastern Samar, and Leyte, at 0.32 percent (2,387 Ha), 0.27 percent
(4,430 Ha), 0.05 percent (3.962 Ha), and 0.02 percent (33,862 Ha), respectively.
As to the share in the
proportion of area harvested for Figure 4. Percentage Distribution of
< Area harvested for Palay by Province in
palay, Leyte posted the biggest Eastern Visayas: 4th Quarter 20237
share at 51.1 percent to the total
area harvested for palay in the Northern Samar
region in the fourth quarter of =
. Eastern Samar
2023. Samar came second with 6.0%
15,227 Ha (23.0 percent) of area Bﬁ“gg}"
harvested, followed by '
Southern Leyte at 6,365 Ha S Lae
(9.6 percent). Biliran and Eastern 9.6%
Leyte

Samar contributed 6.7 percent 51 19,
and 6.0 percent, respectively. The
province of Northern Samar, s

meanwhile, had the least area 23.0%

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority
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harvested during the period with only 2,387 Ha accounting for 3.6 percent of the total
area harvested for palay.

BILIRAN RECORDS HIGHEST YIELD PER HECTARE

Among the Figure 5. Palay Yield per Hectare by Province,
provinces of Eastern Eastern Visayas: 4th Quarter 2023°
(in Metric Tons per Hectare)

Visayas, Biliran recorded
the highest vyield per
hectare at 4.25 MT/Ha

during the fourth quarter of FASTERN VISAYAS
2023. This figure, however,
was 1.24 percent lower Bl
compared with the 4.30
MT/Ha recorded in the Leyte
same quarter of 2022.
Leyte followed at Southern Leyte
4.13 MT/Ha (Table 3). This
registered a decrease of Samar

2.02 percent than its 4.21
MT/Ha recorded in the
fourth quarter of 2022.
Southern Leyte ranked third , -
with 3.58 MT/Ha, but with a Northern Samar |
reduction of 4.96 percent
compared with its figure in
the same quarter of 2022.
Samar ranked fourth with 3.25 MT/Ha. This figure, however, was 7.44 percent higher
than its yield of 3.02 MT/Ha recorded in the same quarter of 2022. Eastern Samar
likewise posted a decrease by 3.64 percent at 3.13 MT/Ha in the fourth quarter of
2023 from 3.25 MT/Ha recorded in the same quarter of 2022. Northern Samar posted
the lowest yield per hectare at 2.99 MT/Ha during the fourth quarter of 2023, 0.71
percent lower than its yield of 3.01 MT/Ha recorded in the same quarter of 2022.

Eastern Samar

| 2.99

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority
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Table 1. Volume of Palay Production by Ecosystem and Province,
Region VIII: 4" Quarter 2022 and 4* Quarter 2023°
(in Metric Tons)
Palay All Ecosystems Irrigated Palay Rainfed Palay
. - Percent Percent P t
Region/Province 4th Quarter Chamge 4th Quarter Chanas 4th Quarter c::'e:a
2022 20237  [2023:2022) 2022 2023° 202320221 2922 2023°  |20232022
EASTERN VISAYAS | 258,992.96 | 250,454.15 -3.30| 153,127.89 | 150,360.17 -1.81| 105,865.07 | 100,093.98 -5.45
Biliran 19,110.00 18,822.00 -1.51] 19,110.00 18,822.00 -1.51 - - -
Eastern Samar 12,889.09 12,414.00 -3.69 5,224.55 5,287.00 1.20 7,664.54 7,127.00 -7.01
Leyte 142,740.06 | 139,833.15 -2.04| 97339.78 | 95449.17 -1.94] 45,400.28 | 44,383.98 -2.24
Northern Samar 7,211.81 7,138.00 -1.02 1,495.56 1,482.00 -0.91 5,716.25 5,656.00 -1.05
Samar 52,664.00 | 49,440.00 6.12 6,885.00 7,914.00 14.95| 45779.00 | 41,526.00 -9.29
Southemn Leyte 24,378.00 ] 22,807.00 644 23,073.00} 21,406.00 -1.22 1,305.00 1,401.00 7.36
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority
Table 2. Area Harvested for Palay by Ecosystem and Province,
Region VIIi: 4% Quarter 2022 and 4™ Quarter 2023
(Hectares)
Palay All Ecosystems Irrigated Palay Rainfed Palay
Region/Province 4th Quarter Percent 4th Quarter Percent 4th Quarter Percent
Change Change Change
2022 2023°  |20232022) 2022 2023°  |202372022] 2022 20237 202312022
EASTERN VISAYAS| 68560.57 | 66,233.00 -3.39] 35,733.71 35,624.00 -0.31} 32,626.86 | 30,609.00 6.76
Biliran 4,442.00 4,430.00 0.27 4,442.00 4,430.00 0.27 - - -
Eastern Samar 3,964.00 3,962.00 -0.05 1,399.00 1,404.00 0.36 2,565.00 2,558.00 -0.27
Leyte 33,868.00| 3386200 -0.02| 21,318.00| 21,316.00 0011 12,550.00 12,546.00 0.03
Northern Samar 2,394 57 2,387.00 0.32 424.71 423.00 -0.40 1,969.86 1,964.00 -0.30
Samar 17,426.00 15,227.00 -12.62 2,092.00 2,101.00 043| 15,334.00 13,126.00 -14.40
Southern Leyte 6,466.00 6,365.00 -1.56 6,058.00 5,950.00 -1.78 408.00 415.00 1.72
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority
Table 3. Palay Yield per Hectare by Ecosystem and Province,
Region VIII: 4" Quarter 2022 and 4" Quarter 2023P
(in Metric Tons per Hectare)
Palay All Ecosystems Irrigated Palay Rainfed Palay
. . Percent Percent Percent
Region/Province 4th Quarter Change 4th Quarter Change 4th Quarter Changs
2022 2023°  |2023r2022 2022 20237 202312022 2022 2023°  |202312022
EASTERN VISAYAS 3.78 3.78 0.10 4.29 422 -1.51 3.22 327 1.40|
Biliran 4.30 4.25 -1.24 4.30 4.25 -1.24 - - -
Eastern Samar 3.25 3.13 -3.64 3.73 3.77 0.83 299 279 6.76
Leyte 421 4.13 -2.02 4.57 448 -1.93 3.62 3.54 -2.21
Northern Samar 3.01 299 0.7 3.52 3.50 -0.51 2.90 2.88 -0.76
Samar 3.02 3.25 7.44 3.29 3.77 14.45 299 3.16 9.97
Southern Leyte 377 3.58 -4.96 3.81 3.60 -5.54 3.20 3.38 5.55

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority
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