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Palay production in Eastern
Visayas inched up by 0.8 percent from
259,703 MT in the first quarter of 2023 to
261,676 metric tons (MT) in the first quarter
of 2024. This meager increase was noted
despite a 5.6 percent decrease in the area
harvested for palay. Area Harvested
declined from 80,299 hectares (Ha) in the
first quarter of 2023 to 75,824 Ha in the
same period of 2024. The rise in production
is attributed to the 6.7 percent increase in
yield per hectare, which improved from
3.23 MT in the first quarter of 2023 to
3.45 MT in the first quarter of 2024.

Figure 1. Palay Production and Area Harvested
Eastern Visayas:
1st Quarter 2023 and 1st Quarter 2024
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LEYTE SHARES MORE THAN HALF OF THE TOTAL PALAY PRODUCTION

In the first quarter of 2024, Leyte
produced 133,932 metric tons (MT) of
palay, accounting for 51.2 percent of the
region's total palay production. Samar
followed with 52,449 MT production,
contributing 20.0 percent to the regional
total palay production. Northern Samar
produced 39,897 MT, comprising
15.2 percent of the total palay production.
Eastern Samar and Southern Leyte
contributed 7.5 percent (19,630 MT) and
3.6 percent (9,298 MT), respectively.
Biliran produced the least, with 6,470 MT,
accounting for 2.5 percent of the region’s

total palay production. Among the
provinces, Leyte and Eastern Samar
posted production increases at
15.2 percent and 2.1 percent,
respectively.
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Figure 2. Distribution of Palay Production
by Province Eastern Visayas: 1st Quarter 2024
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SAMAR POSTS BIGGEST DECREASE IN AREA HARVESTED FOR PALAY

The area harvested for palay
decreased across provinces, with
Samar posting the biggest decline at
18.2 percent. The harvested area in
Samar dropped from 20,987 Ha in the
first quarter of 2023 to 17,177 Ha in the
same period of 2024 (Table 2).
Furthermore, Northern Samar,
recorded a 3.6 percent decline in the
area harvested from 15,730 Ha in the
first quarter of 2023 to 15,167 Ha in the
same period of 2024. Southern Leyte
likewise registered a decrease at
3.6 percent from 2,298 Ha in the first
quarter of the previous year to
2,216 Ha in the same period of the
current year.

Minimal declines in area
harvested for palay areas were
observed in the provinces of Biliran
(-0.72%), Leyte (-0.03%), and Eastern
Samar (-0.01%) with area harvested
posted at 1,525 ha, 31,533 Ha, and
8,206 Ha, respectively, in the first
guarter of 2024.

In terms of the share in the
area harvested for palay in the region,
Leyte recorded the largest proportion
at 41.6 percent for the first quarter of
2024. Samar followed with 17,177 Ha,
accounting for 22.7 percent share.
Northern Samar contributed
20.0 percent with 15,167 Ha. Eastern
Samar and Southern Leyte followed
at 10.8 and 2.9 percent share,
respectively. The province of Biliran
recorded the smallest area harvested,
at 1,525 Ha, making up 2.0 percent
share of the total area harvested for

palay.

Figure 3. Area Harvested for Palay by Province
Eastern Visayas:
1st Quarter 2023 and 1st Quarter 2024
(in Hectares)
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Source: Philippine Statistics Authority

Figure 4. Percentage Distribution of
Area harvested for Palay by Province Eastern Visayas:
1st Quarter 2024
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LEYTE RECORDS HIGHEST YIELD PER HECTARE

Among the provinces of Eastern
Visayas, Leyte recorded the highest yield
per hectare at 4.25 MT/Ha during the first
quarter of 2024, it registered a 2.16 percent
increase compared to the 4.16 MT/Ha
recorded in the same quarter of 2023.
Biliran followed with a yield of 4.24 MT/Ha,
a 212 percent decrease from the
4.33 MT/Ha recorded in the first quarter of
2023 (Table 3). Southern Leyte ranked
third with 4.20 MT/Ha, marking a 0.33
percent increase from the previous year's
figure. Samar came next with a yield of
3.05 MT/Ha, which was a notable
17.29 percent increase from its yield of
2.60 MT/Ha in the same quarter of 2023.
Northern Samar also recorded an increase,
with a vyield of 2.63 MT/Ha, up by
1.85 percent from 2.58 MT/Ha recorded in
the first quarter of 2023. Eastern Samar
posted the lowest yield per hectare at
2.39 MT/Ha, despite the 15.18 percent
increase from its yield per hectare posted
at 2.08 MT/Ha in the same quarter of 2023.

Figure 5. Palay Yield per Hectare by Province,
Eastern Visayas: 1st Quarter 2024
(in Metric Tons per Hectare)
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Table 1. Volume of Palay Production by Ecosystem and Province,
Eastern Visayas: 15 Quarter 2023 and 15 Quarter 2024
(in Metric Tons)
All Ecosystems Irrigated Rainfed
Region/Province 1% Quarter Eﬁ;cne;é 15t Quarter Eﬁ;cne;é 1t Quarter Ei;cr?;é
2023 2024 | 2024/2023 | 2023 2024 | 2024/2023 | 2023 2024 | 2024/2023
EASTERN VISAYAS | 259,703 | 261,676 0.8 | 132,882 | 135,025 1.6 | 126,821 | 126,650 0.1
Biliran 6,658 6,470 -2.8 6,658 6,470 2.8 - - .
Eastern Samar 17,045 19,630 15.2 1,429 1,462 2.3 15,616 18,168 16.3
Leyte 131,129 | 133,932 21 | 108,459 | 110,578 20| 22670| 23,354 3.0
Northern Samar 40,626 39,897 -1.8 4,059 3,918 35 36,567 35,979 1.6
Samar 54,635 | 52,449 4.0 3,424 3,926 147 | 51,211 | 48,523 5.2
Southern Leyte 9,610 9,298 3.2 8,854 8,671 21 756 627 171
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority
Table 2. Area Harvested for Palay by Ecosystem and Province,
Eastern Visayas: 15 Quarter 2023 and 15t Quarter 2024
(Hectares)
All Ecosystems Irrigated Rainfed
regioniprovinee 20;t QuartZe(;24 Eir;r?;; 202: Quart2e(r)24 Eﬁ':negné ZO;L: Quart:(:24 Eir;:;;
2024/2023 2024/2023 2024/2023
EASTERN VISAYAS | 80,299 | 75,824 56| 31,352 | 31,158 0.6 | 48,947 | 44,666 8.7
Biliran 1,536 1,525 0.7 1,536 1,525 0.7 - - .
Eastern Samar 8,207 8,206 0.0 375 378 0.8 7,832 7,828 0.1
Leyte 31,541 | 31,533 0.0 | 24531 | 24,528 0.0 7,010 7,005 01
Northern Samar 15,730 | 15,167 3.6 1,547 1,450 6.3 | 14,183 | 13,717 3.3
Samar 20,987 | 17,177 -18.2 1,312 1,263 3.7 | 19,675 15,914 19.1
Southern Leyte 2,298 2,216 36 2,051 | 2,014 1.8 247 202 18.2
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority
Table 3. Palay Yield per Hectare by Ecosystem and Province,
Eastern Visayas: 15 Quarter 2023 and 1% Quarter 2024
(in Metric Tons per Hectare)
All Ecosystems Irrigated Rainfed
Region/Province 1t Quarter Eﬁg:nenet 1st Quarter Eﬁg:nenet 18t Quarter CP:tre]ra::nenet
2023 2024 | y5par2003 | 2023 2024 | p5par2003 | 2023 2024 | 200412003
EASTERN VISAYAS 3.23 3.45 6.71 4.24 4.33 2.25 2.59 2.84 9.44
Biliran 4.33 4.24 -2.12 4.33 4.24 -2.12 - - -
Eastern Samar 2.08 2.39 15.18 3.81 3.87 1.47 1.99 2.32 16.40
Leyte 4.16 4.25 2.16 4.42 4.51 1.97 3.23 3.33 3.09
Northern Samar 2.58 2.63 1.85 2.62 2.70 2.98 2.58 2.62 1.73
Samar 2.60 3.05 17.29 2.61 3.11 19.13 2.60 3.05 17.14
Southern Leyte 4.18 4.20 0.33 4.32 4.31 -0.27 3.06 3.10 1.41

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority
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