
 

 The Philippine Statistics Authority – Regional Statistical Services Office 8 (PSA   
RSSO – 8) celebrates this year’s Civil Registration Month (CRM) with the theme “Pilipinong 
Rehistrado, Matatag na Kinabukasan ay Sigurado”.  
 
 The 2017 CRM celebration in the region kicked-off with a caravan last February 2, 
participated in by PSA-RSSO 8, PSA - Provincial Statistical Offices (PSOs), and Local Civil Registry 
personnel in the region. This was followed by a program hosted by LGU-Burauen. 
 
 Among the activities conducted during the month-long celebration were symposia and data 
dissemination on Vital Statistics and Civil Registration Laws in secondary schools, Civil Registration 
trainings, poster making contests, media interviews, and hanging of streamers.      NEWS SA OTSO/Page 2 

PSA – Eastern Visayas steps up for Disaster 

Preparedness 

 PSA-RSSO 8 and PSO Leyte 
invited resource persons from the 
Bureau of Fire Protection Regional Office 
8 to conduct a Seminar on Disaster 
Preparedness, First Aid, Fire and 
Earthquake Drill last March 21, 2017. 
The activity aims to generate the highest 
level of awareness among the 
employees on disaster preparedness 
and strengthen their capabilities in cases 
of emergency. It was also a timely 
activity for the Fire Prevention Month 
Celebration in March.  
 
 Various topics were tackled during the whole day seminar. 
FO3 Francisco E. Pedrosa, Jr. discussed and demonstrated proper 
first aid treatment procedures. SFO3 Virnilio Arthur D. Abad gave an 
orientation of the earthquake and fire drill, and presented the 
importance of an emergency office                        NEWS SA OTSO/Page 2 

Fire and Earthquake Drill conducted last 
March 21, 2017 
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PSA - Eastern Visayas celebrates Civil Registration Month                From Page 1 

 Other activities related to the CRM celebration initiated by the different Local Civil Registry 
Offices (LCROs) in coordination with PSA were mass weddings and mobile registrations.  
 
 To cap off the Civil Registration Month celebration, the PSA-RSSO 8, in coordination with the 
Eastern Visayas Federation of Provincial Associations of Civil Registrars (EVFPACR) successfully 
conducted the 2017 Regional Civil Registration Quiz in Hinundayan, Southern Leyte last  
March 14, 2017. Among the 21 contestants from different secondary schools in the region, Ms. 
Zaragosa of Bato School of Fisheries emerged as Regional Champ after scoring 22 out of  
30 questions administered in three rounds. 
 
 The month-long celebration is one of the approaches of the agency to encourage 
participation in the global advocacy of getting everyone registered and of promoting awareness on 
the importance of civil registration in the lives of every Filipino. 

PSA - Eastern Visayas steps up for Disaster Preparedness                From Page 1 

evacuation plan. He also shared tips on fire prevention and 
control.  
 
 Fire and earthquake drill were conducted right after the 
lectures to assess the employees’ knowledge on emergency 
evacuation plan, fire control and first aid. Employees were 
grouped to form various disaster management committee – fire 
safety team, first-aid and medical team, evacuation team, 
communication team and site security team. They were able to  
practice their respective roles, apply the drop-cover-hold 
technique, and extinguish fire. 
 
 Now, the PSA-RSSO 8 and PSO Leyte won’t be caught 
off guard when emergencies happen! 

Fire and Earthquake Drill at PSA-RSSO 8  and Leyte 

Requests for Civil Registry Documents at Tacloban Serbilis Center in the 

first quarter of 2017 highest in February 

Requests for civil registry documents in 
Security Paper (SecPa) and authentication 
services at  Tacloban Serbilis Center during the 
first quarter of 2017 was highest in the month of 
February with 42,685 transactions or  
36.1 percent of the total transactions during the 
first quarter (Table 1). This can be attributed to 
requirements for mass weddings conducted 
during the Civil Registration Month in February 
and requirements of students for early 
registration for the incoming school year and 
graduation in March. 

 
 Five out of seven or 71.0 percent of the transactions during the first quarter of 2017 

were requests for birth certificates. Marriage certificates and Certificates of No Marriage 
(CENOMAR) were the second most requested documents by clients at 26.8 percent.  Meanwhile, 
death certificates were the least requested documents (2.3 percent). 

 
 The Tacloban Serbilis Center recorded a total of 118,079 transactions during the first 

quarter and an average of 1,874 civil registry document requests per day.   

2 NEWS SA OTSO 



PSA– Eastern Visayas joins the 2017 Women’s Month Celebration 

 The PSA-RSSO 8 joined the nationwide Women’s Month Celebration in March with the 
theme “We Make Change Work for Women”. 
 
 A Forum on Gender Statistics was conducted last 
March 7, 2017 at Barangay Tanghas, Tolosa, Leyte. The 
activity aimed to generate awareness among the employees 
and few invited barangay officials about the situation of women 
and men in the region and the importance of these data in the 
development of gender advocacy activities. 
 
 PSA-RSSO 8 also prepared the 2017 Gender Watch 
for Eastern Visayas – an annual information sheet that 
features the latest available statistics on women and men in 
Eastern Visayas, focusing on various gender issues and 
concerns. The publication was disseminated to regional line 
agencies, LGUs, academe, NGOs and other stakeholders to 
help them in the formulation of effective plans, programs and 
policies in support of the Magna Carta of Women.  

Forum on Gender Statistics  conducted last March 
7, 2017, and  the 2017 Gender Watch for Eastern 
Visayas in support to the Women’s Month 

PSA-RSSO 8 releases six new statistical publications 

 Six new statistical publications were released and distributed by PSA-RSSO 8 early this year. 

Among them were: 2016 Regional Social and Economic Trend (RSET), 2016 Statistical Handbook 

on Women and Men in Eastern Visayas, 2016 Regional Statistics in Brief, 2015 Swine Situation 

Report, 2015 Broiler Situation Report and 2015 Broiler and Swine Statistical Handbook. 

 

 The RSET, now on its 22nd edition, is a compendium of local level statistics and presents 

annual time series data on various sectors of the region and its component provinces, cities and 

municipalities. This edition features the latest population count for Eastern Visayas by province, city 

and municipality based on the 2015 Census of Population.  

 

 The Statistical Handbook on Women and Men is the fifth edition prepared for Eastern 

Visayas. It contains the latest available gender statistics under various sectors that are useful in the 

development of gender advocacy activities. It also includes a glossary and list of Philippine Laws in 

support of Women’s Welfare Rights.  

 

 The Regional Statistics in Brief, the first edition published, is a handy pocket-size booklet that 

features the latest available data on GRDP, Poverty, Population and other Key Economic and Social 

Indicators gathered and researched from the different agencies and from PSA as well. It also 

includes the 17 Sustainable Development Goals formulated by the United Nations Development 

Programme.           NEWS SA OTSO/Page 4 

Statistical Publications released by PSA-RSSO 8 
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 The Swine and Broiler Situation Reports, and Broiler and Swine Statistical Handbook are the 

products of the collaborative effort of the Livestock and Poultry Information and Early Warning 

System (LPI-EWS) Project of the Department of Agriculture – RFO 8, PSA – RSSO 8, National Meat 

Inspection Service – RTOC 8, and the Bureau of Animal Industry – Veterinary Quarantine Station 8. 

The situation reports present the swine and poultry industry situation in the region in terms of 

inventory, volume of production, commodity flow, and average retail prices for CY 2015. The 

statistical handbook, meanwhile, presents the definition of common terms used for broiler and swine 

industries in the region including basic parameters and assumptions, data system of enabling 

surveys and data series from 2010 to 2015.  

 
 For interested parties, soft and hard copies may be obtained from PSA-RSSO 8 located at 
Leyte SR Building, Artemio Mate Ave., Abucay, Tacloban City with telephone numbers (053) 321-
8392 or 321-5153 and email address rsso08@psa.gov.ph. 

PSA-RSSO 8 releases six new statistical publications       From Page 3 

 The Regional Statistics Committee 8 

(RSC-8) held its first quarter meeting for CY 

2017 last March 2 at Zamal Hall, National 

Economic and Development Authority 

(NEDA) Regional Office 8, Government 

Center, Palo, Leyte. It was attended by 20 

RSC members from regional line agencies, 

private sector, academe, and the Provincial 

Planning and Development Offices. RSC-8 

Chairperson and NEDA Regional Director 

Atty. Bonifacio G. Uy presided the meeting. 

 

 Various topics were discussed during 

the meeting.  PSA-RSSO 8 Regional Director 

and RSC-8 Vice Chairperson Wilma A. 

Perante presented the Philippine Statistical 

System Budgetary Thrusts for 2018-2020. 

Ms. Riza N. Moraleta, OIC-Statistical 

Operations and Coordination Division of PSA

-RSSO 8, discussed the Reconstitution of the 

Regional Statistics Committee, while Ms. 

Jane G. Balondo, Registration Officer II/

Statistical Specialist Designate, reported the 

results of the Training Needs Assessment of 

Personnel Performing Statistical Functions in 

Regional Line Agencies and Local 

Government Units in Region 8.  

 

 Dr. Norberto E. Milla, Statistics 

Department Head of Visayas State University 

(VSU), updated the RSC members about the 

VSU-PSRTI Partnership in Training and 

Research in Region 8.       NEWS SA OTSO/Page 5 

RSC – 8 holds first quarter meeting  

1st Quarter RSC-8 Meeting held last March 2, 2017 at Zamal Hall, NEDA 
Regional Office 8, Government Center, Palo, Leyte 
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 Report on the Vital Statistics of Region 8 was given by Ms. Anesia S. Babante, Chief of the 
Civil Registration and Administrative Support Division of PSA-RSSO 8, in line with the Civil 
Registration Month in February and the CRVS Decade  from 2015 – 2024.  Ms. Aimee M. Adona, 
Administrative Officer I/ Statistical Analyst Designate, presented the PSA Advance Release 
Calendar for Macro Economic Accounts Service for 2017.  
 
 The RSC-8 approved one resolution during the meeting entitled “Endorsing the Conduct of 
Teachers’ Training in Statistics and Probability in Grade 11 of the Senior High School Curriculum to 
the Department of Education Regional Office 8.” 
 

 The RSC-8 is set to hold their second quarter meeting on June 8, 2017. 

RSC – 8 holds first quarter meeting for 2017                     From Page 4 
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Eastern Visayas’ population 

increases at the rate of 1.52 

percent annually 

 Based on the 2015 Census of Population, 
Eastern Visayas posted a total population of 
4,440,150 persons as of August 1, 2015, an 
increase of 338,828 persons over its  
4,101,322 persons in 2010 (Figure 1). The 
population of the region accounts for about  
4.4 percent of the country’s total population. 
 
 The increase in the population count from 
2010 to 2015 translated to an average annual 
population growth rate (PGR) of 1.52 percent. This 
means that, on the average, there were about  
15 persons added per year for every  
1,000 persons. If the average annual PGR 
recorded at 1.52 percent during the period 2010 to 
2015 continues, the population of Eastern Visayas 
would double in 46 years. 

 Among provinces, Leyte (excluding 
Tacloban City) was the fastest growing province 
with an average annual PGR of 1.83 percent 
(Table 2). Eastern Samar closely followed with a 
PGR of 1.64 percent. Meanwhile, Southern Leyte  

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 

had the slowest annual PGR at 1.05 percent. 
 
 Among cities (excluding Tacloban City), 
Ormoc City was the fastest growing city with an 
average population growth rate of 2.26 percent, 
followed by Catbalogan City with 1.85 percent. 
Maasin City, meanwhile, recorded the slowest 
annual growth rate at 0.99 percent  
 
 The lone Highly Urbanized City (HUC) in 
the region, Tacloban City, posted a PGR of  
1.73 percent. 
  

Population Density increases by 14 

persons per square kilometer  

 With a total land 
area of approximately 
2 3 , 2 3 4 . 8  s q u a r e 
k i l o m e t e r s ,  t h e 
population density of 
Eastern Visayas in 
2015 was posted at 
191 persons per 
square kilometer.  This 
represents an increase 
of 14 persons per 
square  k i lomete r  
(7.9 percent) from the 
population density of 
177 persons per 
square kilometer in 
2010.  
 
 The most densely populated province in 
the Region was Biliran with a population density 
of 320 persons per square kilometer, almost two 
times higher than the population density of the 
region. On the other hand, Eastern Samar was 
the most sparsely populated province with a 
population density of 101 persons per square 
kilometer (Figure 2). 
 
 Among cities (excluding Tacloban City), 
Maasin City of Southern Leyte was the most 
densely populated with a population density of 
404 persons per square kilometer, more than 
two times higher than the population density of 
the region (Table 3). This was closely followed 
by Catbalogan City of Samar with 379 persons 
per square kilometer. On the other hand, 
Borongan City of  Eastern       NEWS SA OTSO/Page 7 

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 
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Samar was the most sparsely populated city 
with a population density of 146 persons per 
square kilometer. 
  
 Tacloban City, had reached a population 
density more than 1000 persons per square 
kilometer. In 2015, it registered a population 
density of 1200 persons per square kilometer. 

hospitals, orphanages, and military camps; and 
Filipinos in Philippine embassies, consulates, 
and missions abroad. 
 

 Leyte (excluding Tacloban City) had the 
highest number of household population among 
provinces with 1.72 million accounting for  
38.8 percent of the total household population in 
the region (Figure 3). The Province of Samar 
followed with 778,669; Northern Samar with 
630,912; Eastern Samar with 465,426; and 
Southern Leyte with 420,374. Biliran recorded 
the smallest household population with 170,735. 
 

 Among cities (excluding Tacloban City), 
Ormoc City had the highest number of 
household population with 214,464 (Table 4). It 
was followed by Calbayog City with 183,132 and 
the City of Baybay with 108,217. The City of 
Borongan recorded the least number of 
household population with 68,464. 
 

 Tacloban City, the lone Highly Urbanized 
City (HUC) in the region, recorded a total of 
240,513 household population.  

Population Density increases by  

14 persons per square  

kilometer       From Page 6 

Household Population in Eastern 

Visayas reaches 4.42 million  

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 

 The household population of Eastern 
Visayas reached 4,425,172 persons in 2015. 
This is 335,438 higher than the 4,089,734 
household population reported in 2010. This was 
based on the 2015 Census of Population 
(POPCEN) conducted last August 2015. 
 

 The household population comprised 
99.7 percent of the total regional population, 
while the remaining 0.3 percent comprised the 
institutional population or those residing in 
collective or institutional living quarters such as  

Number of households in the region 

increases by 13.9 percent 

 The number of households in the region 
increased by 13.9 percent in 2015, from 865,657 
households in 2010 to 985,913 households in 
2015. 
 

 Leyte (excluding Tacloban City) recorded 
the most number of households among provinces 
with 405,873 (Figure 4). The Province of Samar 
followed with 165,286; Northern Samar with 
126,562; Eastern Samar with 106,324; and 
Southern Leyte with 92,803. Biliran recorded the 
least number of households with 38,518.                  

       NEWS SA OTSO/Page 8 
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Number of households in the region 

increases by 13.9                   From Page 7 

 Among cities (excluding Tacloban City), 
Ormoc City had the highest number of households 

with 50,341 (Table 4). It was followed by 
Calbayog City with 38,411 and the City of 
Baybay with 26,180. The City of Borongan 
recorded the least number of households with 
15,120.  
 
 Tacloban City, the HUC in the region, 
registered 50,547 households in 2015, from 
45,478 households in 2010.  DEFINITION OF TERMS 

 
Average Household Size (AHS) - number of usual members in a 
private household. 
 
Household - a social unit consisting of a person living alone or a 
group of persons who sleep in the same housing unit and have a 
common arrangement in the preparation and consumption of food. 
 
Household Population – the population enumerated in private 
households during a census. 
 
Institutional Population – the population enumerated during a 
census living in large institutions, such as national prisons and 
penal colonies, provincial and large city jails, tuberculosis sanitaria, 
mental hospitals, leprosaria, military, mining and logging camps, 
etc. The cut-off is more than 6-months duration. 
 
Population Density - refers to the number of persons per unit of 
land area (usually in square kilometers). This measure is more 
meaningful if given as population per unit of arable land. 
 
Population Growth Rate (PGR) – indicates how fast a population 
increases or decreases as a result of the interplay of births, deaths, 
and migration during a given period of time. Where the population is 
closed, meaning no migration, the population growth rate is the 
same as the rate of natural increase, i.e., the difference between 
the number of births and the number of deaths during a specified 
period of time. The three methods for computing the rate of growth 
based on the assumption with respect to the change are: arithmetic 
change, geometric change and exponential change 
 
Total Population - total number of individuals in a territory at a 
specified time. It covers both nationals and aliens, native and 
foreign born persons, internees, refugees and any other group 
physically present within the borders of a country at a specified 
time. In assembling national demographic statistics for publication, 
the basic aim has been to obtain data for the physically present (or 
de facto) population rather than for the legally established resident 
(or de jure) inhabitants. Includes Household Population and 
Institutional Population. 

Average Household Size is 4.5 

persons 

 T h e 
a v e r a g e 
household size 
(AHS) in the 
region in 2015 
was recorded 
at 4.5 persons, 
lower than the 
A H S  o f  
4.7 persons in 
2010. This 
means that 
based on the 
recent census taking, on the average, a typical 
household in Eastern Visayas had less than five 
members. 
 

 Northern Samar recorded the highest 
AHS in the region of 5.0 persons (Figure 5). The 
Province of Samar ranked second highest with 
4.7 persons, followed by Southern Leyte with  
4.5 persons and Eastern Samar and Biliran with 
4.4 persons, respectively. Leyte (excluding 
Tacloban City) posted the lowest average 
household size of 4.2 persons. 
 

 Among cities (excluding Tacloban City), 
the City of Catbalogan had the highest average 
household size of 4.9 persons, closely followed 
by Calbayog City with 4.8 persons (Table 4). 
The City of Baybay recorded the lowest AHS of 
4.1 persons. 
 

 Meanwhile, Tacloban City, posted an 
AHS of 4.8 persons. 

        The POPCEN 2015 was undertaken by the 
Philippine Statistics Authority in August 2015 
pursuant to Republic Act No. 10625, also known 
as the Philippine Statistical Act of 2013 and 
Executive Order No. 352 - Designation of 
Statistical Activities That Will Generate Critical 
Data for Decision-Making of the Government and 
the Private Sector, which stipulates the conduct of 
a mid-decade census primarily to update the 
population count in all barangays nationwide. 
 

        The census counts by province, city/municipality, and barangay 
levels were made official with the signing of Proclamation No. 1269 on 
May 18, 2016 by President Benigno S. Aquino III. 

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 
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Eastern Visayas’ Average Inflation Rate increases to 3.3 percent in the 

first quarter of 2017 

 Average inflation rate (IR) of Eastern Visayas 
for the first quarter of 2017 went up to 3.3 percent. This 
is 1.2 percentage points higher compared to the  
2.1 percent average IR recorded in the previous 
quarter. Increases were observed in all provinces with 
Northern Samar registering the largest uptick of  
4.2 percentage points (Figure 6). 
 
 Among the provinces, Northern Samar 
registered the highest average IR during the quarter at 
7.6 percent. Southern Leyte ranked second with  
5.5 percent, followed by Eastern Samar with  
3.3 percent. Leyte posted 2.6 percent, closely followed 
by Biliran with 2.4 percent. Samar, meanwhile, 
recorded the lowest average IR at 1.7 percent. 

Purchasing Power of Peso (PPP) weakens at 0.63 centavos 

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 

 Average PPP of the region for the first quarter of 2017 was recorded at P0.63. This is weaker 
compared to the P0.64 average PPP registered in the previous quarter. This PPP implies that goods 
and service worth 100 pesos during the first quarter of 2017 only costs 63 pesos in 2006.  
 
 All provinces in the region registered decreases in PPP during the first quarter of 2017 
compared to their figures in the previous quarter, except for Biliran and Eastern Samar which  
sustained its PPP (Figure 7). Southern Leyte and Samar posted the weakest PPP during the quarter 
at P0.61, while Biliran recorded the strongest at P0.68. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX (CPI) - indicator of change in the average prices 

of a fixed basket of goods and services commonly purchased by 

households relative to a base year.  Computation of the CPI uses 

the market basket for a particular area, i.e., province or region. 
 

INFLATION RATE (IR) - the annual rate of change or year-on-year change in 

CPI. Inflation rate is the general rise of prices over a specified 

period.  It indicates how fast or how slow the price changes over 

two time periods.  Contrary to common knowledge, low inflation 

does not necessarily connote that prices are falling, rather, it 

means that prices continue to increase at a slower rate. 
 

MARKET BASKET - refers to a sample of goods and services used to 

represent all goods and services bought by a particular group of 

consumers in a particular area. 

BASE PERIOD - refers to the reference period of the index number.  It is 

the period, usually a year, at which the index is set to 100.  The 

current base period is 2006. 
 

RETAIL PRICE - the price at which a commodity is sold for spot in small 

quantities for consumption.  It includes transactions on cash 

basis in the free market and excludes black-market prices and 

prices of commodities that are on sale as in summer sales, 

anniversary sales, Christmas sales, etc. 
 

PURCHASING POWER OF THE PESO (PPP) - a measure of the real 

value of the peso in a given period relative to a chosen 

reference period.  It is computed by getting the reciprocal of the 

CPI and multiplying the result by 100. 

DEFINITION OF TERMS 

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 
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Eastern Visayas registers 95.5 percent Employment Rate in 2016 

 The annual employment rate in Eastern 
Visayas slightly increased to 95.5 percent in 2016 
from 94.6 percent in 2015, ranking sixth among the 
regions with high employment rate in the country 
(Table 5).  
 
 Out of the estimated 3.0 million population 15 
years old and over in 2016, about 1.9 million were 
economically active or in the labor force.  This number 
translates to an annual Labor Force Participation Rate 
(LFPR) of 62.1 percent.  In the previous year, the 
LFPR was 62.8 percent (Figure 8). Among the 
regions, Eastern Visayas registered the third lowest 
annual LFPR and sits at par with Central Luzon. 
 
 The underemployed persons or those employed persons who express the desire to have 
additional hours of work in their present job or to have additional job, or to have a new job with 
longer working hours was estimated at 512 thousand. This is equal to an underemployment rate of 
28.3 percent, lower than the 31.7 percent recorded a year ago. The region had the third highest 
underemployment rate in the country. 
 
 Meanwhile, about 85 thousand persons in the labor force were unemployed. This translates 
to an unemployment rate of 4.5 percent, lower than the 5.4 percent rate recorded in 2015. Eastern 
Visayas ranked sixth among the regions with low employment rate and posted equal rate with 
Cordillera Administrative Region. 

 

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 

Labor Force – refers to the population 15 years old and over 
who contribute or seek to contribute to the production of 
goods and services. It comprises the employed and 
unemployed. 
 

Employed – refers to persons in the labor force who are 
reported either as at work or with a job or business although 
not at work. Persons at work are those who did some work, 
even for an hour during the reference period. 
 

Unemployed – refers to persons in the labor force who are 
reported as: 

1) without work; and 
2) currently available for work; and 
3) seeking work or not seeking work due to the  
     following reasons: 

i) belief that no work is available, or 
ii) awaiting results of previous job application, or 
iii) because of temporary illness or disability, or 
iv) bad weather, or 
v) waiting for rehire or job recall.     
 

Underemployed – refers to employed persons who express 
the desire to have additional hours of work in their present job 
or an additional job, or have a new job with longer working 
hours. 
 

Labor Force Participation Rate (LFPR) – refers to the 
proportion of total labor force to the total household 
population 15 years and over. 
 

Employment Rate – refers to the proportion of employed 
persons to the total labor force. 
 

Unemployment Rate – refers to the proportion of 
unemployed persons to the total labor force. 
 

Underemployment Rate – refers to the proportion of 

underemployed persons to total employed persons  

DEFINITION OF TERMS 
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Palay production in Eastern Visayas declines by 0.1 percent in 2016 

 Palay production in Eastern Visayas slightly 
declined by 0.1 percent from 955,709 metric tons 
(MT) in 2015 to 954,844 MT in 2016.  This is, 
however, better compared to the 2.7 percent 
decrease recorded in 2015.  
 
 Similarly, the total harvest area decreased by 
0.1 percent from 268,315 hectares in 2015 to  
268,110 hectares in 2016. This is also better 
compared to the 5.2 percent decline recorded in 2015.  
 
 Yield for palay in the region was sustained at 
3.6 MT per hectare. 

 
 In 2016, Leyte produced the highest volume of palay 
among the provinces at 473,580 MT which comprised almost 
half (49.6 percent) of the total palay production in the region. 
Samar ranked second with 149,307 MT, which accounted for 
15.6 percent of the region’s total palay production during the 
period. Northern Samar registered third highest palay 
producer in the region with 111,086 MT or 11.6 percent 
share to the total palay production in the region. Southern 
Leyte contributed 9.5 percent with 91,088 MT palay 
production. Biliran shared 7.1 percent with 67,881 MT palay 
production. Eastern Samar, meanwhile, had the lowest 
volume of production (61,902 MT) accounting for only  
6.5 percent. 
  

 More than half or 56.8 percent of the region’s total palay production were grown in irrigated 
farms while the remaining 43.2 percent were grown in rainfed farms. 

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 

Corn production in Eastern Visayas decelerates by 10.5 percent in 2016 

 Corn production in Eastern Visayas went 
down by 10.5 percent from 91,145 metric tons (MT) 
in 2015 to 81,603 MT in 2016.  This is a decrease of 
13.9 percentage points from from the 3.4 percent 
growth recorded in 2015.  
 
 Similarly, the total harvest area decreased by 
7.0 percent from 61,409 hectares in 2015 to 57,087 
hectares in 2016. This is a contraction of   
8.1 percentage points from the 1.1 percent growth 
recorded in 2015.  
 
 Yield for corn in the region likewise went 
down by 3.7 percent, from 1.5 MT per hectare in 
2015 to 1.4 MT per hectare in 2016. 
 
 In 2016, Leyte produced the highest volume of corn among provinces at 53,955 MT or more 
than two-thirds (66.1 percent) of the total corn production in the region.                 NEWS SA OTSO/Page 12 

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 
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Corn production in Eastern Visayas decelerates by  

10.5 percent in 2016                       From Page 11 

Northern Samar ranked second with 14,922 MT, which 
accounted for 18.3 percent of the region’s total corn 
production during the period. Samar registered third 
highest corn producer in the region with 7,313 MT or  
9.0 percent share to the total corn production in the region. 
Southern Leyte contributed 5.2 percent with 4,205 MT corn 
production. Biliran shared 0.9 percent with 752 MT corn 
production. Eastern Samar, meanwhile, had the lowest 
volume of production (456 MT) accounting for only  
0.6 percent. 
 
 Majority (84.5 percent) of the region’s total corn 
production were white corn while the remaining  
15.5 percent were yellow corn. Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 

Swine production in Eastern Visayas eases by 0.1 percent in 2016 

 The swine industry in Eastern 
Visayas slightly declined as it posted a  
0.1 percent decrease in production in 2016. 
Based on the preliminary data, the total 
swine production in the region went down 
from 76,502 metric tons (MT) in 2015 to 
76,390 MT in 2016.  
 
 Region VIII accounted for 3.4 percent 
of the country’s total swine production. It 
ranked fifth with low swine production in the 
country (Table 6).  

Swine population in Eastern Visayas declines by 0.3 percent  

 As of January 1, 2017, the total swine population in Eastern Visayas stood at 321,494 heads. 
This registered a decrease of 0.3 percent from its 322,574 inventory in 2016. This is an increase of 
3.5 percentage points from the 3.8 percent decline recorded in 2015. 
 
 Among provinces, Leyte recorded the highest number of swine at 177,506 which comprised 
more than half or 55.2 percent of the total swine population in the region (Table 7). Northern Samar 
ranked second with 49,300 which accounted for 15.3 percent of the region’s total swine inventory. 
Biliran, meanwhile, registered the lowest inventory of swine at 3.7 percent or 11,937 heads. 
 
 By farm type, swine population raised in commercial farms stood at 12,390 heads. This 
posted a growth of 24.9 percent from its 9,916 inventory in 2016.    
                                NEWS SA OTSO/Page 13 
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Swine population in Eastern Visayas declines by 0.3 percent          From Page 12 

All provinces registered increases in swine  
population raised in commercial farms, 
except for Samar and Northern Samar which 
exhibited decreases of 44.8 percent and  
9.3 percent, respectively. Leyte posted the 
highest increase of 312.2 percent, a rebound 
from its 38.3 percent decline a year ago. 
 

On the other hand, the number of 
swine raised in backyard farms went down 
by 1.1 percent, from 312,658 heads in 2015 
to 309,104 heads in 2016. Contributing 
largely to this decrease is the province of 
Samar which posted the highest reduction of 
18.8 percent. 

Almost all or 96.6 percent of the total 

swine population in the region were raised in 

backyard farms while the rest (3.4 percent) 

were in commercial farms. 

Chicken production in Eastern Visayas surges by 28.0 percent in 2016 

 The chicken industry in Eastern 
Visayas grew as it posted a 28.0 percent 
increase in production in 2016. Based on the 
preliminary data, the total chicken production 
in the region went up from 28,347 metric 
tons (MT) in 2015 to 36,294 MT in 2016.  
 
 Region VIII accounted for 2.2 percent 
of the country’s total chicken production. It 
ranked sixth with low chicken production in 
the country (Table 8).  

Chicken population in Eastern Visayas increases by 20.5 percent  

 As of January 1, 2017, the total chicken population in Eastern Visayas stood at 2,737,902 
birds. This registered an increase of 20.5 percent from its 2,272,502 inventory in 2016. This rate is 
slower by 10.4 percentage points compared to the 30.9 percent growth recorded in 2015. 
   
 Among provinces, Leyte recorded the highest number of chickens at 1,349,060 which 
comprised almost half or 49.3 percent of the total chicken population in the region (Table 9) . Samar 
ranked second with 494,380 which accounted for 18.1 percent of the region’s       NEWS SA OTSO/Page 14 
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Chicken populaton in Eastern Visayas increases by 20.5 percent    From Page 13 

total chicken inventory. Eastern Samar, 
meanwhile, registered the lowest inventory of 
chicken at 3.6 percent or 97,592 birds. 
 
 By farm type, broiler chickens stood at 
727,275 birds. This posted a growth of  
146.1 percent from its 295,516 inventory in 
2016. All provinces registered increases except 
for Northern Samar which exhibited a decrease 
of 73.8 percent. Southern Leyte posted the 
highest increase of 838.9 percent, a rebound 
from its 13.8 percent decline a year ago. 
 
 Layer chickens likewise grew as it 
posted 47.6 percent increase in inventory, from 
223,984 birds in 2016 to 330,566 birds in 2017. 
All provinces registered increases with Eastern 
Samar registering the highest growth of  
400.0 percent. 
 
 On the other hand, the number of native 
chickens went down by 4.2 percent, from 
1,753,002 birds in 2016 to 1,680,061 birds in 
2017. Decreases were observed in all 
provinces except for Eastern Samar, the only 
province which posted an increase of  

13.6 percent. Samar registered the highest decrease of 14.9 percent, a contraction from its  
16.5 percent increase a year ago. 
  
 Majority or 61.4 percent of the total chicken population in the region were native chickens. 
Broiler chickens accounted for 26.6 percent, while the remaining 12.1 percent were layer chickens. 

Fisheries production in Eastern Visayas rebounds by 3.9 percent in 2016 

 Fisheries production in Eastern Visayas rebounded by 3.9 percent in 2016 from its  
1.8 percent decrease in 2015. Fisheries production in the region increased from 134,977 metric tons 
(MT) in 2015 to 140,275 MT in 2016. 
 
 Increases in fisheries production registered by Biliran (14.7 percent), Samar (13.4 percent) 
and Eastern Samar (5.0 percent) offset the decreases recorded by Southern Leyte (12.5 percent), 
Leyte (1.6 percent) and Northern Samar (0.8 percent). 
 
 Among provinces, Samar produced the highest volume of fisheries at 40,415 MT which 
comprised 28.8 percent of the total fisheries production of the region (Table 10). Leyte ranked 
second with 37,163 MT which accounted for 26.5 percent of the region’s total fisheries production. 
Southern Leyte, meanwhile registered the lowest volume of production at 5.0 percent or 7,006 MT. 
 
 By Subsector, volume of production in Municipal Fishing (marine and inland) increased by 
7.4 percent, from 77,698 MT in 2015 to 83,443 MT in 2016. All provinces registered increases 
except for Southern Leyte, the only province which posted a decrease                  NEWS SA OTSO/Page 15 
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Fisheries production in Eastern Visayas rebounds by 3.9 percent  

in 2016            From Page 14 

of 12.7 percent. Eastern Samar registered the 
highest increase in volume of production at  
15.3 percent. 
 
 Similarly, volume of production in 
Aquaculture registered an increase of  
10.0 percent, from 29,277 MT in 2015 to 32,219 
MT in 2016. All provinces registered increases 
except for Northern Samar, the only province 
which posted a decrease of 20.3 percent. 
Biliran registered the highest increase in 
volume of production at 623.1 percent. 
 
 On the other hand, volume of production 
in Commercial Fishing decreased by  
12.1 percent from 28,002 MT in 2015 to  
24,613 MT in 2016. All provinces registered 
decreases except for Samar and Biliran which 
posted an increase of 8.6 percent and  
2.8 percent, respectively. Leyte registered the 
highest decline in volume of production at  
28.8 percent. 
 
 More than half or 59.9 percent of the 
total fisheries production in the region were 
from Municipal Fishing. Aquaculture contributed 
30.0 percent, while Commercial Fishing 
accounted for 17.5 percent. 
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